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press was found in a somewhat strongly worded address-
in which the Principal of a Government College lectured
his students on Indian moral standards. Excitement grew
as a result of energetic Home Rule propaganda combined
with such incidents as those described above. At length
several Local Governments deemed it advisable to take action
in the direction of counselling moderation and the aban-
donment of chimerical hopes.

It may be mentioned that at the February (1917) meeting of
the Imperial Legislative Council, Lord Chelmsford had pleaded
for patience, assuring the members that the question of consti-
tutional reform for India was a topic to which his Government
was giving the most earnest consideration. In the atmosphere
of growing excitement the appeal passed almost unheeded.
So, strangely enough, did the decision

India in^ttie ^War Con-   rf the g^^ Govenmient tliat India
was to be represented on the Imperial
War Conference by two non-official Indians and one British
administrator, in addition to the Secretary of State. Appre-
ciation of this important step was less in evidence than un-
favourable comment on the fact that the representatives had
been selected by Government.
In the summer months of 1917, uneasiness reached its
height. The Governor of Madras, and
the Lieutenant-Governor Of the Punjab,
found it necessary to deliver emphatic
warnings against the employment of political propaganda of a
type which they considered likely to increase popular uneasiness.
This gave rise to an unfounded and regrettable suspicion that
Government was about to embark upon a campaign of repres-
sion, with the object of uprooting political activity of any and
every kind. Nothing could have been farther from the truth ;.
but circulars issued at this time by several Local Governments,.
pointing out the undesirable results on college discipline of
immature students identifying themselves prominently with
political meetings, confirmed the suspicion in the minds of
many people- Partly no doubt as a result of these circulars, a